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Article 15. Access 1o Genetic Resources

1. Recognizing the sovereign rights of States over their natural resources, the authority to
determine access 1o genetic resources rests with the national governments and is subject 1o
national legislation,

2. Each Contracting Party shall endeavour 1o create conditions to facilitate access 1o genetic
resources for environmentally sound uses by other Contracting Parties and not o impose
restrictions that run counter to the objectives of this Convention,

3. For the purpose of this Convention, the genetic resources being provided by a Contracting
Party, as referred to in this Article and Articles 16 and 19, are only those that are provided by
Contracting Parties that are countries of origin of such resources or by the Parties that have
acquired the genetic resources in accordance with this Convention,

4. Access, where granted, shall be on mutually agreed terms and subject 1o the provisions of this
Article,

5. Access 1o genetic resources shall be subject to prior informed consent of the Contracting
Party providing such resources, unless otherwise determined by that Party.

6. Each Contracting Party shall endeavour 1o develop and carry out scientific research based on
genetic resources provided by other Contracting Parties with the full participation of, and where
possible in, such Contracting Parties,

7. Each Contracting Party shall take legislative, administrative or policy measures, as
appropriate, and in accordance with Articles 16 and 19 and, where necessary, through the
financial mechanism established by Articles 20 and 21 with the aim of sharing in a fair and
equitable way the results of research and development and the benefits arising from the
commercial and other utilization of genetic resources with the Contracting Party providing such
resources, Such sharing shall be upon mutually agreed terms,
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Article 8 In-situ Conservation
Each Contracting Party shall, as far as possible and as appropriate:

(j) Subject to its national legislation, respect, preserve and maintain knowledge,
innovations and practices of indigenous and local communities embodying
traditional lifestyles relevant for the conservation and sustainable use of

biological diversity and promote their wider application with the approval and
involvement of the holders of such Knowledge, innovations and practices and
encourage the equitable sharing of the benefits arising from the utilization of
such Knowledge, innovations and practices,.
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“Derlvahve means a naturally occurring biochemical compound resulting from the genetic expression or
metabolism of biological or genetic resources, even if it does not contain functional units of heredity,
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“U+|l|za+|on of genetic resources” means to conduct research and development on the genetic and/or
biochemical composition of genetic resources, including through the application of biotechnology as
defined in Article 2 of the Convention,
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ACCESS: the obtaining and use of genetic resources conserved in situ and ex situ, of their by-
products and, if applicable, of their intangible components, for purposes of research, biological
prospecting, conservation, industrial application and commercial use, among other +hmgs
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BY-PRODUCT: a molecule, a combination or mixture of natural molecules, including crude extracts of live
or dead organisms of biological origin that come from the metabolism of living beings.
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“Biological resources”’ means plants, animals and micro-organisms or parts thereof, their genetic
material and by-products (excluding value added products) with actual or potential use or value, but
does not include human genetic material,
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“Value added products’ means products which may contain proteins or extracts of plants and animals
in unrecognizable and physically inseparable form,
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